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By David Wise
Washington Burcd iy

A martinf that can listen in
con & conversation—the olive
. {5 & microphone—was demon-

strated to fascinated Sena-
, tors yesterday, along with &
"host of other sophisticated

. eavesdropping gadgets.

[ Th occasion was the open-
"ing of hearings by a Senate
subcominittee investigating
snooping by Federal agencies.

Sen. Edward V. Long, D., Mo,,

"is chairman of the panel.

The martini in question can
pick up a conversation,

“whether or not the “olive” is -

submerged in gin and ver-
mouth, A toothpick sticks up
“out of the olive and acts as
a nantenna, the lawmakers
- were told.

! Ancther - device. demon-
~strated for the Senators would
~enable a pr ivate conversation
"in Washington
"tored in Hawali, according to
i the manufacturer. The eaves-
! dropper simply dials the num-
‘ber he wants, long-distance,
and ean then lsten to all
conversations. in the room,

even after the telephone is

Jhung up.

The hearing rvoom itself, as
twell  as the Scnators, were
"bugged"

nnosphexe to some of the se~
‘date proceedings.

Sen. Long, a Jjolly, benevo-
Jent man who vaguely re-
‘sembles Santa Claus, opened
with a solemn statement of
:purpose, which he read., A
'wmto vase containing red
‘rose:, rested on the mahogany
lcommittee table in front of
him,

PRIVATE EYE

A

. The leadoffl witness was
‘Harold K. Lipset, a private
cye from San Francisco, who
_described himself as a former
govcmmenb investigator and
-an expert on eavesdropping
~dcv1ces and counter-bugging.
Mr. Lipset, moon-faced and
crew-cub with a Jack Webb
volce, iIntroduced an ald,
! Ralph H. Bertsche, who sab
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M Lipset, using a pointer,

- deseribed a series of electron:c
.devices displayed on a

tab.e

at the side of the room; sucn

gadgets as a transmitter that -’

looks like & pack of cigarcites,
a wrist watch mike, and soui¢
miniaturized bugs.

“It is missing a special li-
gredient—an’ olive.” A coni-
mittee ald then handed hin
what appeared to be an orain-
ary green olive stuiled wi b
red pimento and speared -y
a toothpick,.

The witness explained that

"this was really the transmis-

ter and antenna, delicateiy
noting that they would wo 1-.
even when covered by “liquic.”
Mr. ILipset avoided the woid
gin, but he sald privawely
lather on that yes, the device
would work in a regular mas-
tint.

Interrupting his lecture, Mv.
Lipset declared:
of the Senator wore trans-
mitted by a . transmiticr con-
cealed in a rose.” The Mis-
souri Democrat then examinad

~the roses in the wihiie vase.

“Yes,” he sald, with obvious
delight, “there’s a transmitter
here—-about the size of a
thumbnalil.”

ROSE KNOWS
At a signal from M. Lip:=ct,

his aid,. Mr, Bertsche, tien
played back Sen. Long's open-

~ing remarks on a tape recoraer

concealed in the black attache
case, which had picked up the
signals emitted by the trans-
mitter in the rose.

And so it ‘'went, with Son.
Long peering through a oune-
way .mirror, and M,
offering him cigarettes from a
bugged . cigarette box &nd
lighter, and the marbied

.Senate caucus room filled with
‘more bugs than a bungalow

in July.

Emmanuel
Brooklyn, a

Mittleman  of
stocky, gray-

JReaired manufacturer of cus-

tom bugging couipnient,
emptied pockets full of cves-
dropping devices when it came
his turn to testify. One of
them slgnals in Morse Code
through impulses felt on the
skin of the person to whom
the device is strapped.
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mstead of an ear microphone,”
sald Mr. Mittleman,
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THE PRY MARTINE--One in wlnch the “olive” con-
tains a microphone-~~is pointed out by Harold K. Lipsct
at Washington hearing on eavesdropping yesterday.

tlouble-o  seven  would . have
had a lot more trouble finding
out  about 1t Ageni 007,
James Bond is the hero of
‘Croidfinger’, an Ian Fleming
¢ Ok

. Mittleman also. demon-
s‘ul'atcd 4 small black box
about five inches long, which

he attached to a telephone. -

Cnee instnlled, he said, {6 can
be activated by dialing that
pumber, Fven after the phone
is replaced on the cradidle,
the caller can listen in on any
conversation in the room
containing the telephone, he
sald, He tostified he had made

a dozen of the long-disiance

bugs, which
aplece.

BEST CUSTOMER
Ralph V. Ward vice~presie

sell for §400

& subsidiary of the Mu:mler
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" Safe Co., demonstrated a cotn-

plete line of “surreptitious:
listening devices” which he
sajd the company sells only to
the government and licensed
private eyes. He sald the “vast .
- majority” of the gadgets are

. s0ld to the governmaent.

The radio system in hotels |
is “frequently” used as a-
Hstening system, he said. The
system Is simply used in re-:
verse o bug a room. ;

Mr. Ward, waxing increas-
ingly enthusiastlc . as he '
displayed his line of bugs, .

‘sald his firmt also manufac-

tures delicate oounter - bug -
equipment, some o which he
demonstrated, But the best -
defense  against  electronic
eavesdropping, he aaid, is:
{Tum up the TV sect loud.

(Step into the shower with ;

W}l x;jrunning. :
d conversatlans in the

subway. . - R
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